
ABOUT THE BC FOREST 
SAFETY COUNCIL
The British Columbia Forestry Safety Council 
(BCFSC) is the health and safety association 
(HSA) for forest harvesting, sawmills and 
pellet manufacturing in British Columbia. The 
BCFSC works with forest sector employers, 
workers, unions, contractors and provincial 
government agencies to support industry 
in implementing changes necessary to 
eliminate fatalities and serious injuries in the 
forest sector.

BC Forest Safety Council 
420 Albert Street 
Nanaimo, British Columbia 
V9R 2V7

ABOUT VANCOUVER ISLAND 
UNIVERSITY
Vancouver Island University is a 
comprehensive Post-secondary institute 
located on Vancouver Island. More than 
18,000 full time and part time students 
are enrolled in academic, applied, 
career/technical, vocational, trades and 
developmental programs leading to 
certificates, diplomas and degrees.

Vancouver Island University 
900 Fifth Street  
Nanaimo, British Columbia 
V9R 5S5

CONTACT US
Phone: 250.740.6227  
Toll Free 1.888.920.2221  
Email: heo@viu.ca

Fundamentals  
of Forestry
Harvesting Practices Program

Your entry to a Career in Forestry

S T U D E N T  C A R E E R  G U I D E



PROGRAM OUTLINE
The program consists of a combination of 
classroom and hands on training led by 
an instructor with over 10 years of coastal 
harvesting experience. 

PROGRAM CONTENT
•	Essential and employability skills
•	Forestry Operations in British Columbia
•	Safe work practices used in forestry
•	Communication in the forestry environment
•	Hazards found in the forestry environment
•	Basic rigging practices and components
•	Documentation required in forestry
•	Emergency Response Plan and First Aid 
requirements

•	Ergonomics related to the job
•	Attributes required in the forestry industry

Entry level activities found in forestry In 
addition students will complete training in:

•	WHMIS
•	Fall Protection
•	S-100 –Fire Suppression and Safety
•	Level 1 First Aid with transportation  
endorsement

You will learn to identify and assess hazards, 
communicate and move safely as you set 
chokers on logs, rig stumps, buck logs and 
work safely around equipment. You will leave 
the program confident and ready for an entry 
level logging position.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The future of the coastal forest sector 
is bright and career opportunities in 
forestry look promising. Working in 
the harvesting sector of the forestry 
industry provides you the opportunity 
to work outside in some of the most 
beautiful terrain in the world. 

By working in a harvesting environment 
you become an important part of a 
team tasked with moving wood from 
the hillside to the end customer. This 
can involve roles in road building, falling 
yarding, and transportation.

The Fundamentals of Forestry – 
Harvesting Practices Program is 
designed to provide new forestry 
workers with the foundational skills 
and knowledge required to work safely, 
productively and sustainably in a 
harvesting environment.

The program content is based on 
competencies identified by the BC 
Forest Safety Council (BCFSC). 
These competencies were identified 
in consultation with industry subject 
matter experts and include the key 
skills, knowledge and attributes required 
for entry-level workers to have a strong 
safety philosophy and be successful.

PROGRAM DETAILS
Program Length: 12 weeks 
Start Date: April 16, 2018 
Location: Woss, BC *(1½ from Campbell River) 
Cost:	Full Tuition sponsorship is available for 
successful candidates

* Housing options are available in Woss

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Once you have successfully completed 
the program you will receive a Certificate 
of Completion from Vancouver Island 
University. This certificate will demonstrate 
to potential employers that you have a solid 
base knowledge of the requirements needed 
to work safely and productively in an entry 
level logging position. 

Once you are hired you will continue to learn 
from your peers, and receive on-the-job 
training and mentoring to help you become 
fully competent in a specific position. 
Examples of jobs you can grow into during 
your career in harvesting includes the 
following:

•	BC Forest Safety Qualified Fallers
•	Truck Drivers
•	Hook Tender
•	Grapple Yarder Operator
•	Hoe Chucker
•	Log Load Operator

HOW TO APPLY
Students can obtain an Application for 
Admission Form, on request by emailing 
heo@viu.ca.

You are required to submit your resume with 
your application.

Application Deadline: March 15, 2018

Once your application has been received 
and reviewed you will contacted to complete 
an Assessment Tool. The Assessment 
Tool consists of Mathematics, Reading 
Comprehension and Combined Reasoning. 
You will also Complete a Personal Profile at 
this time. After completing the Assessment 
Tool you will be contacted to attend a 30 
minute interview. Shortly thereafter you will 
be notified if you have been admitted to the 
program.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please join us at one of two upcoming 
information sessions:

Thursday February 1st, 2018 at 6pm 
Coast Discovery 975 Shoppers Way, 
Campbell River

Thursday February 8th, 2018 at 7pm 
Haida Way Hotel 1817 Campbell Way,  
Port McNeill

CONTACT US
Phone: 250.740.6227 
Email: heo@viu.ca


