N

Our central focus is to enable all learners to fulfill their potential
October 2018 ‘magwabo’yi (Round Moon—Underneath)
http://northislandsecondary.edublogs.org/
ISS
EWS

North Island
Secondary School
Box 100
Port McNeill, BC
V0N 2R0
Tel: 250-956-3394
Fax: 250-956-2035
Email:
niss@sd85.bc.ca

Principal:
Mr. Jay Dixon
jdixon@sd85.bc.ca
Acting Vice-Principal:

Ms. Stacia Johnson
sjohnson@sd85.bc.ca

From the Principal and Vice Principal
PRINCIPAL
JAY DIXON
The first month of school
sped by quickly for students
and staff at North Island Secondary School. We are happy
with the positive buzz of energy within the classrooms so
far this year. We are also
happy to have higher than
projected student numbers
this month. This month’s
newsletter showcases some
of the many exciting things
happening at our school. As
you will see, teachers and
students have adjusted quickly to our return to school. In
just a few weeks there have
been many innovate approaches throughout the
school to enhance student
learning.
As we find our way into fall,
parents and guardians please
continue to remind your students that they are expected
to attend all of their classes
each day and that arriving on
time to classes is an important life skill. You are
invited to attend our parent
Teacher Interviews and BBQ
on November 23rd.
Mr. Jay Dixon
Principal

VICE PRINCIPAL
STACIA JOHNSON
Gilakas’la, Bonjour,
Konnichi wa, Hello

COMING SOON TO
NORTH ISLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL

I would like to thank the student body for the warm welcome that I have experienced
at NISS since my arrival.
A strong sense of community
is apparent in the school and I
am impressed with the many
activities available to staff and
students. There is an active
wall climbing group, a Zumba
class, a Rotary youth group, a
Connections program and a
well-equipped Learning Commons.
As I get to know each of you,
I encourage all of you take
advantage of the many programs NISS has to offer and
to strive for a respectful and
high quality learning environment.
I am honoured to be coordinating Grad this year. We
had our first meeting last
week and the enthusiasm of
the parents and students was
palpable. Please let me know
if I can support your learning
journey in anyway.

Arrangements have been made
for Vancouver Island Regional
Library cards to be issued to
NISS students, giving the students
full access to VIRL eLibrary and
eResearch as well as the ability to
borrow items from any of VIRL’s
39 branches. The application process can be done at the school
and cards will be delivered to
NISS for students to pick up
THANK YOU
NISS is grateful for the support of
grants and local suppliers that
assist us in providing free breakfast every morning for all students and soup on Fridays for all
students.
Thank you to Island Foods and
everyone who donates cans to
support our Food program and
to the Breakfast for Learning
Grant.

Ms. Stacia Johnson
Acting Vice Principal
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DATES TO
REMEMBER

October 19
10:19 a.m.
Great Shake Out
October 20
Provincial Pro D Day
NO SCHOOL
October 23
Alert Bay Dinner
6:00 p.m.
Climbing Wall Open to Public
November 9
5:30 p.m.
PAC Meeting
Learning Commons
November 13
Remembrance Day
NO SCHOOL
November 14
5:30 p.m.
Grad 2018 Meeting
Learning Commons
November 17
1:00 p.m.
School photo retakes

NISS Information
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Thank you to the families that
have provided the office with
their children’s emergency
contact information. We are
required by the Ministry of
Education to have current
emergency contact information on file for all of our
students. If you have not already done so, please provide
current emergency contact
information either by email
(niss@sd85.bc.ca) or by completing the back of the yellow
verification form that was
mailed out with September’s
newsletter. We also require
that all families from Alert
Bay, Port Alice, Sointula and
Woss, provide the school
with an emergency contact in
Port McNeill in the event that
the ferries or buses are cancelled during extreme weather.
LEARNING COMMONS
This year we welcome Ms.
Marshall as our new librarian
at NISS and thank Ms. Svatos
for the many years of past
leadership as librarian. Magazines and fiction books continue to grow in our library.
New chairs, a phone charging
station, and training on how
to research appropriately
using technologies are coming
soon.
SCHOOL ABSENCES
If your child is going to be
away from school, please
ensure you phone or email
the school at (250) 956-3394
or niss@sd85.bc.ca.
Students leaving the school
for appointments or leaving
to go home sick, must have a
parent call or email the
school to allow us to release
the student. This is for the

safety of students.
FERRY TRAVEL
Students leaving school during class time that need to
ride the ferry need permission from parents allowing
this.
Once we have received permission from a parent, we
will give the student a ferry
pass to present at the ferry
terminal.
BUS TRAVEL
If your child needs to take a
school bus that they normally
do not ride, the school needs
permission from parents allowing this.
Once we have received permission from a parent, we
will give the student a form
to present to the bus driver.
FIELD TRIP FORM
Please complete the Field
Trip Form on page 6 of this
newsletter and send it in to
the school to allow your child
to participate in local field
trips off NISS property.
GRAD 2018 CLOTHING
Grad 2018 Clothing orders
are being taken by Ms. Kennedy:
Hoodies
$60.00
Sweatpants
$30.00
Cash only to Ms. Kennedy
Order forms are available on
the grad bulletin board and
are due October 25, 2017

ALERT BAY DINNER
North Island Secondary
School staff will be travelling
to Alert Bay for dinner and to
meet with parents and community.
Date: October 23, 2017
Time: 5:00—7:00 p.m.
Place: T’lisalagi’lakw School
Contact Pearl or Tamara for
more information:
pbrotchie@sd85.bc.ca
talfred@sd85.bc.ca
CLIMBING WALL
The climbing wall is open for
public use commencing:
Monday, October 16, 2017
6:00—10:00 p.m.
Cost:
Drop in (Adult) $10.00
Drop in (Youth) $5.00
Loyalty Cards:
10 visits for the price of 8
Adult $80.00
Youth $40.00
In order to use the climbing
wall, all users are required to
submit the appropriate liability waivers, receive a safety
orientation. All proceeds
from climbing or rentals are
directly applied to the ongoing maintenance, operations,
and equipment required to
run the facility.
If you are interested in renting the wall for a private
group event, please contact
Mr. Greg Muirhead gmuirhead@sd85.bc.ca

ZUMBA
Staff member, Jodie Lukow is
offering free Zumba classes
each Thursday at lunch time
from 12:25—12:55 p.m. free
for all students and staff.
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Events at NISS
SPENCER O’BRIEN
On Friday, September 22nd, we had the privilege of listening to one of the world’s top snowboarders, Spencer
O’Brien, as she delivered an inspirational message on
the importance of hard work, perseverance, patience,
resilience and family support in order to achieve one’s
goals in life. Born in Alert Bay, she is proud to say that
her love for the sport started on the North Island.
Thank you for the visit and NISS wishes you the best in
your future endeavours!

TOUR DE ROCK
The Tour de Rock cyclists paid a visit to NISS on Monday, Sept. 25th. Over twenty riders cycled to NISS and
were welcomed in an assembly in the gym. We were
proud to announce that Sandra Boyd, a previous graduate from NISS, was on the cycling team. NISS was the
first of many schools to have the honour of meeting the
cyclists who are on some days cycling up to 140 kilometers. The funds raised as a result of the Canadian Cancer Society Cops for Cancer 2017 Tour de Rock go
towards cancer research.

QUATSE RIVER FIELD TRIP
Mr. Korven took his Science 9 class to the Quatse River
Hatchery for a field trip on September 25th.
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Vice Principal’s List 2016/2017 Semester 2
Students who made the Vice Principal’s List for second semester last year were recognized during the lunch hour
by our Acting Vice Principal, Ms. Stacia Johnson. Congratulations on a job well done!
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Honour Roll 2016/2017 Semester 2
Students who made the Honour Roll for second semester last year were recognized during the lunch hour by our
Principal, Mr. Jay Dixon. Congratulations on a job well done!
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Academic Achievement
GOVERNOR GENERAL’S AWARD Nathel Lightheart is presented with the Governor General’s Award for
the 2016/2017 school year by Acting Vice Principal, Stacia Johnson. Congratulations Nathel, well done!

A BRONZE medal is awarded to the student who achieves the highest average upon graduation from a secondary
school.
The average includes all grade 11 and grade 12 courses (secondary IV and V in Quebec) as listed on the student’s
official Transcript of Grades issued by the Ministry of Education. The average cannot be anticipated; it must be
calculated based on final results after provincial/territorial examinations, where the Ministry of Education requires
final exams.
2016/2017 HIGHEST AVERAGE FOR HONOUR ROLL
Congratulations to this group of students who all achieved an average of 95% or greater for the 2016/2017 Semester 2 period.

Mr. Dixon presented a gift to each student with a 95% or greater average
L to R: MacKenzie Murgatroyd, Maddy Van Will, Torianne Payne, Xandryn Frost, Megan Griffith
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Gym Department

Auto Shop

Girls Volleyball: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Senior Boys Soccer is also starting as soon as we have a
team.
The gym is open at lunch Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, from 12:30-1:05pm, for intramurals,
or free play for students to go somewhere fun to participate, or watch fun activities.
I want to say a big thank you to PAC, and NISS, for paying for skating, and swimming again this year. All students who participate in skating must wear a helmet for
safety purposes on the ice. Hockey, bicycle, or skiing
helmets are great for this purpose.
If you have any good quality exercise equipment you
wish to donate to NISS, please e-mail me at
cmork@sd85.bc.ca (include a picture if you can).
If any person is interested in coaching or helping out,
the gym is always looking for volunteers. A criminal records check is required, but it is very simple. Visit your
local RCMP detachment and tell them you need a criminal record check for coaching at NISS.
With the wet weather starting soon, students often get
wet feet during PE, so can you please remind gym students to bring extra socks to change into? We do go
outside, and hikes will occur unless it is raining hard.
We all love living on the North Island but it is wet, so
please remind students to dress appropriately.
Casey Mork

Auto Shop student, Adrian Gordon-Valan balancing the
carbs on the 1980 CB650 that he rebuilt/restored with
the vacuum balancer that he built.
Mr. Bramham is presently teaching a grade 8 trades
sampler rotation, where the students do some woodworking and metalworking.
The grade 9 trades sampler has more of a design aspect.
The students built spaghetti bridges in September. They
will be moving into more design and mechanism related
projects.
The senior skills class has been working in many areas.
Mechanics, construction, furniture restoration, Computer Numerical Control (CNC) projects and more.
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